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Trinity's Easter Brunch 
The Faith Formation Committee and the friends and families of the Trinity youth are hosting Easter 

Brunch for ALL on Easter Sunday after the 10:30 am worship service. More information will come out 

as we get closer to Easter (April 5). Many Hands Make Light Work, sign up to bring food, serve, set up, 

& clean up HERE. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
A welcoming faith community 
living together in God’s love to 

share the joy of Jesus Christ. 

March 2026 Volume 29, No. 3 

Installation of Pastor Kaari 
With great joy and delight the congregation of Trinity Lutheran Church, invites you to the Installation 

of Pastor Kaari Nieuwlandt as Associate Pastor on Sunday, March 1, 2026 at 3 pm with a dessert 

reception to follow. Clergy are invited to vest and process. The color of the day is purple. We are 

asking the congregation to help supply desserts for the reception, sign up HERE. Please avoid 

bananas and quinoa due to allergies. 

Spring Clean Up 
Please join the 301 Faith Partners in Spring Clean Up on Saturday, March 28 from 9 am-12 pm (if 

inclement weather is expected we will reschedule for April 11). There will be tasks for all skill levels, 

please plan to bring your favorite rake, leaf-blower/leaf-vacuum, pruning shears, and/or other tools to 

clean up the church campus. If you would prefer to work inside OR if the weather is too bad to be 

outside, please plan to bring cleaning supplies and hand vacuums for interior room cleaning. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054EAFA62DA3FA7-61930964-easter
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054EAFA62DA3FA7-61771807-installation


 

March 2026  |  2 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
 

 

 
 

www.trinitylutheranfc.org 

Phone: (970) 482-1226 
After Hours Emergency: 

(970)-400-7252 

OFFICE HOURS 
MON-THURS 9AM-3PM 

WORSHIP TIMES 
SAT: 5 PM  |  SUN: 10:30 AM 

Senior Pastor: Rick Reiten 
pastorrick@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Associate Pastor: Kaari Nieuwlandt 
pastorkaari@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Office Admin: Deana Andrist 
office@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Financial Manager: Brenda Moore 
bmoore@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Director of Communications & 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Amanda Backsen 
amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Church Musician: Carrie Hansen 
carrie@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Director of Choir: Tessa Espinosa 
choir@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Director of Handbell:  
bells@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Saturday Worship Leader 
Clinton Ellerbe 

saturdayworship@trinitylutheranfc.org 

A/V Techician: Claire Pickerel 
claire@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Sunday School: Jennifer Reeve 
childrensminister@stpauls-fc.org 

Nursery Coordinator 
Tiffany Klijewski 

tiffany@trinitylutheranfc.org 

TLC Preschool Director 
Brenda Harju 

brenda@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Donation Corner 
Prayer Cards Small Group needs: 

• #5 - 1/2 invitation envelopes 

• All color card-stock paper 

• Any other scrap-booking paper or supplies, even stamps! 
 

Quilting Small Group needs: 

• We will always collect donated fabric, Fabric, & more FABRIC. 
 

Thrivent Action Teams: Are you an eligible Thrivent member and 

have choice dollars available to direct? There are a number of 

groups that count on the Thrivent Action Teams. 

Lenten Mid Week 
Join us for Taize at 6 pm followed by Soup Supper at 6:30 pm. 

Join us on Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, & 25. In the spirit of 

Lent, the meal will be simple, with just soup and bread. The service 

will be hybrid, using the same Zoom link as Trinity's weekend 

worship. To make these evenings run smoothly, we kindly ask 

everyone to help fill all the spots on our Sign-Up Genius link HERE. 

We need all the helping hands we can get. Soup is especially 

needed, since we often run low! 

Adult Forum 
March 1: Mosaic is an ELCA-affiliated organization that provides 

services for nearly 5,000 people with disabilities, mental and 

behavioral health needs and autism, as well as aging adults. They 

operate in 12 different states, including Colorado. Staff from their 

Fort Collins office will bring us up to date on the services they 

provide here in our own backyard. 

March 8: “Let’s talk about prayer” 

March 15: “Going deeper into prayer” 

March 22: Have you wondered where God is? So did the Bible 

greats. Join us for a discussion on Psalms of Lament and 

Lamentations. 

March 29: Compassion and/or Justice? We’ll discuss the ELCA 

Criminal Justice and Death Penalty social statements. 

Celebration Meeting 
Sunday, March 8 at 11:30 am In the Fellowship Hall and on Zoom. 

A quorum is needed. There will be a potluck, so bring a dish to 

share. 

VBS - Save the Date! 
Vacation Bible School will be June 8-11. More info coming soon. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054EAFA62DA3FA7-61495821-lenten


 

March 2026  |  3 

Pastor Kaari’s Kindling 
My undergraduate degree is in English literature. For as long as I can remember, I’ve loved a good 

book, and diving into meaning and nuance in literature. I love looking at the way themes thread 

themselves through a story, and how an author deploys literary devices to weave a picture together in 

a way that seems almost tangible.  

Though we sometimes forget, the Bible is as whole bunch of books put together. The authors weren’t 

recording histories; they were telling the true stories of Jesus Christ. These ancient authors were no 

slouches. They were poetic, and intentional. They wove themes into the stories and used those same 

literary devices to pull us into the story so that we could understand better than just a purely historical 

recording.  

The Gospel of John, which we’ve been working our way through since the beginning of this year, is no 

exception. One of the most prominent metaphors that John’s author uses is that of light and darkness, 

where light symbolizes truth and understanding and a thriving relationship with Jesus (which John’s 

author desperately wants for all people). Contrastingly, darkness symbolizes deception or lies, a lack of 

understanding, and a separation between humans and God.  

As readers, something we must realize is that no metaphor is perfect. Metaphors, by their very 

definition, are figures of speech that try to give us a deeper understanding about something, but are not 

actually the thing they’re describing. No metaphor can completely encompass what it is trying to give 

deeper understanding to.  

The metaphor that John’s author uses about light and darkness is not perfect, especially in our context 

of the 21st century United States. One measure of anti-racism that this congregation has done is to talk 

about the goodness, creative power, and comfort of darkness. This is especially important to recognize 

because in our context, in which slavery based on race and racism are such a large part of our history 

and current reality, always ascribing the negative or bad aspects to darkness can also apply to people’s 

skin color. It’s important that we shift our imaginations to also include the positive and beautiful aspects 

of darkness.  

John’s author did not live in the same context we do with the same history of slavery and racism based 

on skin color. Most of the people John’s author would have encountered and that were reading the 

Gospel of John would have been dark skinned people native to the Palestinian region. The metaphor 

John’s author uses of light and darkness wouldn’t have carried any racial connotation in that context.  

Our Lenten theme this year is Dancing in the Darkness, based in part off the book by Rev. Dr. Otis 

Moss III. In this theme, we reflect the metaphor used in the Gospel of John, where darkness is that in 

the world which separates us from God, that which deceives us, that which steals compassion and love 

and empathy from the world. And in our Lenten theme, we’ll build resilience to be able to see God’s 

goodness, life, and beauty- to find the courage to dance- even amidst the darkness.  

At the same time, we understand that this metaphor is not perfect and cannot completely describe the 

world around us. Darkness is not always bad. Light is not always good. Just as darkness can be holy 

and beautiful, light can be scorching and burning. As Lutherans and as people of paradox, we can hold 

this metaphor and the understanding that it is not complete together.  

As we continue through Lent, I invite you to continue to explore this metaphor- how can we dance in 

the midst of darkness? And also, to hold the understanding that it is not complete in itself.  

With the hopes of dancing with all of you this Lent, Pastor Kaari 
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Annual Colorado Science & Engineering Fair (CSEF)! 
Education, Creativity and Competition are the three themes of the CSEF which takes place once again 

at Colorado State University from April 9-11, 2026. Why is this so important? This event is an 

opportunity for students from grades 6-12 throughout Colorado to do research resulting in a display to 

showcase their project as well as compete for scholarships. Details including Schedule can be found 

HERE. 

This fair is a wonderful experience for these students and is very worthy of our support! Support can 

include attending a public viewing of the exhibits, volunteering, judging and/or financial contributions. 

The Joint Ecological Team of the 301 Faith Partners urges you to help fund scholarships that 

specifically involve reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. Be sure to make out the check to the 

"Colorado Science and Engineering Fair" and note "CO2 Scholarship/301FP" in the check memo line 

for receipt of checks by April 1 and mail to: Ms. Courtney Gooding, Colorado Science and Engineering 

Fair, PO Box 772, Wellington, CO 80549 

Dancing in the Darkness Lenten Invitation 
Dancing in the darkness means refusing to let the hard things in our world overwhelm or bury us. It 

does not mean ignoring the hard, evil, or brutal things in our world to instead live in ignorance. Instead, 

it means looking at the truth of our reality, and choosing still to dance in the midst of 

them: to resist, to find joy, to celebrate community, to imagine a better reality- one 

that Jesus calls us into. Below is an invitation to a prayer practice, and at-home 

reflection questions to talk about with your family/friends/whoever you live with! 

 

Lenten Prayer Practice: Together with our 301 Faith Partners, we’ll join in prayer 

during the season of Lent. You’ll find a large cross just outside the worship space 

with purple ribbons next to it. You’re invited to take a ribbon, pray with it and/or write 

your prayer on the ribbon, and tie it to the cross. You can pray for the places you see 

darkness, you can pray for the ways you danced in the darkness or you saw others 

dancing in the darkness, you can pray for sometime entirely unrelated to our Lenten theme but that is 

on your heart! The cross will be up all of Lent to hold our collective prayers during this season. 

 

Use the questions below for at-home discussion, and keep an eye on the weekly e-News for week-

specific invitations. 

At-Home Reflection Questions 

 What felt heavy this week? What truth was revealed that wasn’t so beautiful? 

 Where did you experience joy this week? Where did you see resistance? How did you dance in 

the darkness? 

Read the Biblical story from the week: 

 Where did you see darkness? Either in the way empire tried to twist the narrative, or in the way a 

brutal truth was revealed? 

 Where did you see a character dancing in the darkness? Be it Jesus, or someone else! What 

new reality did Jesus reveal or invite us into? 

https://csef.natsci.colostate.edu/
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Your Gifts In Action ~ Salud Family Health 
With cuts in Medicaid funding, Trinity benevolence is supporting Salud Family Health (1365 Blue 
Spruce Drive, Fort Collins). https://www.saludclinic.org/fort-collins-blue-spruce (970) 484-0999 
 
Salud is a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) and 501©3 nonprofit. In Colorado they operate 13 
clinic locations, 10 school sites and a mobile unit. Health centers provide much-needed primary and 
preventive services, including medical, dental, pharmacy and behavioral health care. Their focus is on 
low-income, medically underserved populations. Salud offers a sliding fee scale based on family size 
and income. Their doors are open to everyone – families and children, farmworkers and the homeless, 
and those who are uninsured, on Medicaid, or have private insurance.  Insurance enrollment assistance 
is available.  

 24% Lower Costs for Health Center Medicaid Patients  
 37% of Patients are Children & Adolescents 
 22 Staff Serving Patients in Fort Collins  

Investing in health centers saves the health care system nearly $24 billion annually. Health centers 
perform just as well or better than other providers on 94% of quality measures. 

To make a donation:  https://www.saludclinic.org/make-a-donation 

To advocate: https://www.hcadvocacy.org/become-an-advocate/ 

When you give to Trinity, you give to Salud Family Health! 

301 FP JET ECO Tip of the Month 
Hard-to-recycle items   Timberline Recycling Center takes hard-to-recycle items, and you don’t have be 

a resident of Fort Collins. The following items accepted with no-fee payment: antifreeze, used motor oil, 

and plastic bags and film. For these items, a $5 entry fee: aggregates, baling twine, bulky rigid plastic, 

cooking oil, fire extinguishers, scrap metal. Additional fees plus the $5 entry fee for: electronics 

(computers, TV), wood waste, yard trimmings. Study their website for more information. Open Tuesday 

through Saturday. Check out their website. 

CHaRM on the Road at Ecocycle (Boulder) also take hard-to-recycle items – large appliances, pallets, 

small applaines, lab plastics, solar panels, and more. There associated fees. Check out their website. 

The Joint Ecological Team (JET) meets as needed to plan educational events, bike to work day, volunteer 

opportunities, and advocacy. If you have any suggestions for future Eco-Tips, please email them to 

Amanda in the office. Our next meeting is Tuesday, March 24 at 5:30 pm. Be sure to check out the JET 

table and bulletin board in the NW corner of the Fellowship Hall!. 

Sky Ranch 
Would your child like to go to Sky Ranch this summer? Upper Elementary, Middle, and High School 

students are invited to Sky Ranch with other Trinity youth the week of July 19-24. Lower Elementary 

students can go either June 14-19 or July 26-31. Please register directly with Sky Ranch: SUMMER 

CAMPS. You do not need a group hold code this year! Instead, please email Pastor Kaari when you 

register. Trinity will cover $200 per camper! If you decide to go a different week (I know, schedules are 

complicated) please mark Trinity, Fort Collins on your registration and let Pastor Kaari know what week 

you’ve registered for. As always, scholarships are available, contact Pastor Kaari for more information. 

https://www.saludclinic.org/fort-collins-blue-spruce
tel:(970)%20484-0999
https://www.saludclinic.org/make-a-donation
https://www.hcadvocacy.org/become-an-advocate/
https://www.fortcollins.gov/Services/Trash-and-Recycling/Timberline-Recycling-Center#section-3
https://ecocycle.org/services-and-facilities/charm/
mailto:amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.skyranchcolorado.org%2Fsummer-camps&data=05%7C02%7Camanda%40trinitylutheranfc.org%7C41d62120f34d4865b9da08de585fbcdc%7Cca656e22bcec4e6b9a654f42a0b70994%7C0%7C0%7C639045365388431790%7CUnknow
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.skyranchcolorado.org%2Fsummer-camps&data=05%7C02%7Camanda%40trinitylutheranfc.org%7C41d62120f34d4865b9da08de585fbcdc%7Cca656e22bcec4e6b9a654f42a0b70994%7C0%7C0%7C639045365388431790%7CUnknow
mailto:pastorkaari@trinitylutheranfc.org
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Assisting In Worship 
Mar 1 / Emily Moore 

March 7/8 Vicki Volbrecht / Eric Jurgenson 

March 14/15                    / Gerry Olsen 

March 21/22                     / Emma Cleveringa 

March 28/29                    / Jim Frye 

1  
9 am Education for All 

10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Fellowship 

3 pm Pr. Kaari Installation 

2   
9:30am Trinity Readers 

12 pm Sermon Discussion 
 
 

6:30 pm Male Spirituality 

3      
7:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

 
 

5:30 pm Soc/Eco Justice 
6:15 pm 301 FP SEJ 

8    
9 am Education for All 

10:30 am Worship 
New Member Welcome 

11:30 am Congregational/
Celebration Mtg & Potluck 

9  
 

12 pm Sermon Discussion 
 
 

5:30 pm Trust 
6 pm Property 

6:30 pm Male Spirituality 

10 
 
 
 

4:30 pm Birdhouse Bldg 
 
 

6:30 pm Executive 

15    
9 am Education for All 

10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Fellowship 

11:45 am Faith Formation 

16    
 

12 pm Sermon Discussion 
 
 

6:30 pm Male Spirituality 

17     
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm Council 

22     
9 am Education for All 

10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Fellowship 

23  
 

12 pm Sermon Discussion 
 
 
 

6:30 pm Male Spirituality 

24  
 

29     
9 am Education for All 

10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Fellowship 

30  
 

12 pm Sermon Discussion 
 
 

6:30 pm Male Spirituality 

31  
 
 
 
 

5:30 pm FP Eco Justice 
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4       
 

5:15 pm Bells 
6 pm Lenten Service 
6:30 pm Soup Supper 

6:45 pm Choir 

5   
9:30 am Bible Study 

 
11 am FP Clergy Mtg 

 

6   
10 am Quilting 

 
 

7    
 
 

5 pm Worship 
New Member Welcome 

5:45 pm Fellowship 

11 
 
 

5:15 pm Bells 
6 pm Lenten Service 
6:30 pm Soup Supper 

6:45 pm Choir 

12  
9:30 am Bible Study 
3 pm Spanish Beg. 

4 pm Spanish Intermed 

3:30 pm FP Get 
Together 

4 pm Finance 
6:15 pm FP Co-Op Mtg 

13    
10 am Quilting 

 
 
 
 

6:30 pm TGIF 

14   
8 am Habitat Build 

Day 
12 pm Sweet Treats 

 
5 pm Worship 

5:45 pm Fellowship 

18    
 

5:15 pm Bells 
6 pm Lenten Service 
6:30 pm Soup Supper 

6:45 pm Choir 

19    
9:30 am Bible Study 

 
3 pm Spanish Beg. 

4 pm Spanish Intermed 

5:30 pm Pub Theology 

20   
10 am Quilting 

21   
 
 
 

5 pm Worship 
5:45 pm Fellowship 

25 
 
 

5:15 pm Bells 
6 pm Lenten Service 
6:30 pm Soup Supper 

6:45 pm Choir 

26 
9:30 am Bible Study 

 
3 pm Spanish Beg. 

4 pm Spanish Intermed 

6 pm Chap 2 Readers 
7 pm Immigration 

27   
10 am Quilting 

28 
9 am Spring Clean Up 

 
 
 

5 pm Worship 
5:45 pm Fellowship 

Apr 1 
 
 
 

6:30 pm Tenebrae 
Service 

Apr 2 
9:30 am Bible Study 
3 pm Spanish Beg. 

4 pm Spanish Intermed 

 
6:30 pm GF Service 

Apr 3  
10 am Quilting 

11 am Stations of 
the Cross 

 
6:30 pm GF Service 

Apr 4 
 
 
 

5 pm Easter Worship 
5:45 pm Fellowship 
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Small Groups 
Sermon Discussion  Enjoy a discussion of the weekend sermon to share where we see God present in 

our lives. Join us most Mondays at 12 pm in Fireside Rm. 

Male Spirituality  Carrying on the work of Fr Richard Rohr and Illuman we will utilize the power of 

ritual, image, and story to expand the depth and breadth of love in ourselves to make a difference in the 

world, using a circle of structured sharing. Join us Mondays at 6:30 pm in Room 5. 

Bible Study  meets Thursdays from 9:30-11 am in Room 2. We are reading parts of Matthew and 

then will tackle Romans. 

301 Quilters  meets Fridays from 10 am-12 pm in Room 2. If you’d like to join us, please come!!; NO 

experience needed, NO need to have been coming last year, NO worries. We’re a fun and caring small 

group that has a purpose of aiding those in need.  

Trinity Readers  will meet on Monday, March 2 at 9:30 am in the Fireside Rm to discuss Christ In 

The Rubble by Rev. Munther Isaac, a Lutheran Palestinian Theologian who serves as pastor of Church 

of Hope in Ramallah, an ELCA congregation in Jordan and the Holy Land. He writes of a call to action 

for Christians to repent of complicity in the suffering of Palestinians today and for many years in Gaza, 

the Western Bank, Western Christian churches and the world. It becomes an "anthem for freedom" 

where God is under the rubble. The Rocky Mountain Synod will be offering book discussions for this 

book in February and March. Questions, call Cheryl Smith at 970-218-5750. 

Men’s Breakfast  All men are welcome to join at the Breakfast Club (Ft. Collins) for discussion and 

fellowship on the 1
st

 Tuesday (March 3) at 7:30 am. 

Birdhouses  Join us on the 2
nd

 Tuesday (March 10) at 4:30 pm in Room 2 to build and decorate bird 

houses and feeders to raise funds for Habitat for Humanity. Ages 8 and up invited!  

301 FP Get-Togethers  take place the 2
nd

 Thursday (March 12) at 3:30 pm. We will gather at. All 

gatherings are informal and no RSVP needed. 

TGIF  (One Friday a month at 6:30 pm) - Note, Hosts can opt for a Friday of the month that works for 

them. Come, kick back, relax, and enjoy an evening connecting with others from the Trinity family and 

meet new faces! Bring yourself, an appetizer/dessert and a beverage you’d like to share. If you have 

questions and or would like to sign up to host, contact Liz Johnson or 402-320-3699. Friday, March 13: 

Kathy & Jack Lipscomb. An RSVP to the host is appreciated but not necessary to attend.  

Habitat for Humanity  helps build safe, secure, and affordable homes in the community. Our next 

Habitat Build Day is Saturday, March 14 from 8 am-3ish pm. No experience or skills needed. Contact 

Steph Dugger to volunteer/sign up.  Meet Brady  One of the two Families FoCo Churches will be 

building Habitat homes for! Brady is a Fort Collins history teacher who loves learning, traveling, and 

exploring historical places, especially when it means slowing down and taking in the story behind where 

he is. At home, he shares his life with his rescue dachshund, Tank, whose loyalty and larger-than-life 

personality bring daily comfort and companionship. When Brady learned he had been qualified to build 

and purchase a home through Habitat for Humanity, his first response was gratitude to God. “It brought 

me some of the first feelings of great excitement and optimism for the future I've felt in a long time,” he 

shared. “Owning a home means peace of mind, stability, and knowing there is a place where I can plan 

for the future.” 

mailto:lizj8485@gmail.com
mailto:steph.dugger@hotmail.com
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Lenten Food Drive 
During the season of Lent, we are called to deeper reflection, repentance, and lives shaped by Christ’s 

love. As part of this spiritual journey, we are invited to simplify our lives and share our blessings with 

those in need. Please prayerfully consider extending your generosity this season by participating in the 

Lenten Food Drive. 

Throughout the forty days of Lent, we will be collecting donations of breakfast staples such as oatmeal 

or cereal; canned foods including fruits, vegetables, beans, meats, soups and spaghetti sauce; ramen, 

cup noodles, pasta and macaroni & cheese; rice; snacks; shelf-stable milk; baking mixes; and protein 

items such as peanut butter.  Donations may be dropped off at the table located in the back of the 

Fellowship Hall. 

May the blessings of the Lenten season be with you. In gratitude for God’s abundant grace, we respond 

with generosity and compassion. Whether great or small, each gift is a faithful expression of love for our 

neighbor. Thank you for journeying with us throughout this Lenten season. 

301 Faith Partners Little Pantry Small Group 

Small Groups cont…. 
Pub Theology V.3  will meet Thursday, March 19 at 5:30 pm at Stodgy Brewing, 1802 Laporte Ave. 

We will explore a variety of texts and discuss how we live out our relationship with God and support 

each other along the way. 

Chapter Two Book Group  is an open small group for 301 Faith Partners and the wider community, 

new participants are always welcome to join the casual discussion. No long-term commitment required! 

If you have trouble finding any of the books and would like Trinity to order a copy for the library, please 

let Maddie Fairfax know at any time. Thursday, March 26 at 6 pm to discuss How to Read a Book. 

301 Quilters Join In 
the National Quilting Day Celebration on March 21 

The 301 Quilters join with others, including Lutheran World Relief, in recognizing the Faith in Action 

focus that the millions of quilts have made for our neighbors around the world. This outreach is for those 

suffering from poverty, natural disaster, illness, or war. Last year, Lutheran World Relief sent over 

300,000 quilts to those in need. Our local outreach has expanded to making quilts for each member of 

the Habitat For Humanity families as they move into their new home. 

With the generously donated fabric and donations of the three congregations, our 301 Quilters gather 

weekly on Fridays to cut, assemble, and tie the quilts. Once a year we have a Blessing of the Quilts at a 

joint service, and send them off to Lutheran World Relief. Throughout the year, we also make Habitat 

and other local outreach quilts, as well. Please enjoy the hung quilts in the West Hall and Room 2 within 

the church. 

All are invited to join us, Fridays at 10 am! We are not all expert seamstresses, but work as a team to 

complete several quilts each week for our outreach. 

mailto:madeline.b.fairfax@gmail.com
https://lwr.org/nqd
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Highlights from Co-Op Committee Meeting 
The Coop Committee, composed of clergy and lay leaders of each faith community, meeting monthly to 

discuss the functioning of the faith partnership, coordination of collaborative projects, and other items 

affecting the faith communities. At the February 12, 2026 meeting, the following items were discussed: 

A congregational pledge from apartheid-free.org was presented for us to consider. The 3 congregations 

will take it to their leadership for consideration. 

Signs of Solidarity butterfly posters from Social Eco Justice were emailed to committee members with 

the request to post them on the exterior doors of the church. There were no objections raised to doing 

so. 

Issues with the sound board and auxiliary speakers in the family breakroom and nursery were 

discussed. It was decided to try to take care of this internally before exploring professional resources. 

The recent neighbor open house regarding SafeLots was discussed. Due to some strong objections, the 

consensus is that we’ll probably need to take more time than anticipated to implement this here. There 

will be more discussion about SafeLots at the shared adult forum on February 15. 

Congregational affirmations of the 301 Faith Partners Covenant are proceeding and expect to be 

finalized by our next meeting. 

Welcome Steps for ushers and greeters have been distributed. 

Spring clean up day is scheduled for March 28. 

Respectfully submitted, Paul Johnson, VP Trinity Council 

Janaury 

2026 Year to date

Receipts:  

   Offerings 28,004$    28,004$         

   SPE and MoM Building Use Donations 4,901        4,901             

   Building Use 1,888        1,888             

   Benevity Funds Released 800           800                

Total Receipts: 35,593      35,593           

Expenditures:

   Operating and Support 33,230$    33,230$         

   Ministries 6,768        6,768             

   Benevolence/Gifts (Synod, Sky Ranch, etc) -                .

Total Expenditures: 39,998      39,998           

Receipts less Expenditures: (4,405)$     (4,405)$         

Total Checking/Savings as of 1/31/2026 213,642.01$  

Total Checking/Savings as of 12/31/2025 245,195.80$  

Difference (31,553.79)$  

TLC 2026 Ministry Fund Plan Actuals 
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Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Tim Dolan   3/1 

Joey Prows   3/1 

Tasha Barron  3/3 

Jean Purath   3/3 

Lori Schmidt   3/3 

Karel Waltermire  3/4 

Hannah Jurgenson  3/5 

Dan Dauner   3/8 

Adrianne Jurgenson 3/9 

Ilene Drews   3/10 

Lindsay Peterson-Vecchio 3/10 

Emma Simmons  3/11 

Dale Gorsky   3/15 

Bonnie Bend   3/20 

Kevin Dryg   3/20 

Rod McKenrick  3/21 

Uriah Jackson  3/22 

Jim Montague  3/22 

JoAnn Bondhus  3/24 

Wynston Carney  3/28 

Maddie Fairfax  3/31 

Gregg & Micki Hargis 3/14 Howard & Lois Smith 3/29 

Holy Week/Easter 
Holy Wednesday, April 1 at 6:30 pm Tenebrae Service in Chapel/Room 9 in East Wing 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 2 at 6:30 pm Service with Foot Washing and Veneration of the Eucharist 
 

Good Friday, April 3  

11 am-2 pm Stations of the Cross - A self-guided prayer journey. These stations are meant to be used 

from now until Good Friday along with on Good Friday from 11 am– 2 pm and are located in the 

Sanctuary. Feel free to use them on your schedule (during office hours) and at your own pace, you can 

visit a few stations each day or all of the stations at once. There will be a meditation booklet to be used 

as you go through the stations. *In person only.* 
 

6:30 pm Service with Seven Last Words and Veneration of the Cross - As we did last year, worship 

concludes with the invitation to gather where violence has occurred in the Fort Collins Community. We 

will sing and pray blessing in this spot. 
 

Holy Saturday, April 4 at 5 pm Easter Service  
 

Easter Sunday, April 5 

10:30 am Easter Service  
 

11:30 am Easter Brunch - The Faith Formation Ministry will host a  

brunch on Easter Sunday after worship. Many Hands Make Light  

Work, sign up to bring food, serve, set up, & clean up HERE. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054EAFA62DA3FA7-61930964-easter
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