Trinity Lutheran Church
Sunday, March 15, 2026
4th Week of Lent

Jesus and Pilate
*Indicates please stand as you are able

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE ‘Lamentation” Gerald Peterson
©2004 Lorenz Pub OL#97771

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS*
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, T one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious
God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water Christ
offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in
the world: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come
forth to life: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, you
have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of t Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours
God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.
C: Amen.
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*GATHERING HYMN*

“Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow”
vs.1&3

ELW #327
Bernhardt S. Ingemann,
tr. Sabine Baring-Gould

M: Thomas J. Williams, arr. Richard W. Hillert,
Arr. ©1969 Concordia Publishing House OL#48239
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*INVOCATION*

P: May the grace of Jesus Christ, the love, mercy, and justice of God, and wisdom of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

*KYRIE* ELW pgs. 193-194
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*SONG OF PRAISE* Verses 1 & 3 ELW pgs. 195-196
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY*

God of truth, Too often we bend truth to fit our needs. Show us how to recognize and follow
your truth, shown to us by the love and life of your son, Jesus. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON & OFFERING Pastor Rick

MUSICAL OFFERING “Light of Sothis 1 Grace” Amy Quate

Austin Naylor, Piano & Josh Zimmerman, Soprano Saxophone



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION* ELW pg. 198
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*GOSPEL READING* JOHN 18:28-40
L: The good news according to John 18

“Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the morning. They
themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the
Passover. % So Pilate went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this

man?” ** They answered, “If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to
you.” *' Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.” The Jews
replied, “We are not permitted to put anyone to death.” *? (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said
when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) ** Then Pilate entered the headquarters again,
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” ** Jesus answered, “Do you ask
this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” * Pilate replied, “l am not a Jew, am 1? Your own
nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” *® Jesus
answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom belonged to this world, my
followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my
kingdom is not from here.” *" Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that |
am a king. For this | was born, and for this | came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who
belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” *® Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” After he had said this,
he went out to the Jews again and told them, “I find no case against him. ** But you have a custom
that | release someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King of the
Jews?” ° They shouted in reply, “Not this man but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a rebel.

L: The gospel of God.
C: Praise be to God.

SERMON Pastor Rick



*HYMN OF DAY*

“Ah, Holy Jesus”

vs. 1,4 &5

ELW #349
Johann Heermann, tr. Robert Bridges

M: Johann Crlger, Public Domain
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*APOSTLES CREED*

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS*
P: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
*PEACE*
P: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
OFFERING
If you have a monetary offering, please place in the plate as you leave worship today,
or use this code to give electronically.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER*
P: O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain

and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and
wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving
work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.



*GREAT THANKSGIVING*

ELW pg. 199
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*PREFACE*
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY* ELW pg. 200
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*WORDS OF INSTITUTION*
P: In the night...

...gave it to the disciples, saying:

Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.

C:
P: ...gave it for all to drink, saying:
C.

This cup is the new promise in my blood, shed for you and for all people, for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER*

ELW pg. 112

Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION*

*COMMUNION HYMN* “Lamb of God” ELW pg. 201
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COMMUNION “Ah, Holy Jesus” arr. Jan Sanborn

©2003 Alfred Pub OL#195444
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*COMMUNION BLESSING*
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION*

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us
to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we
become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*SENDING HYMN* “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” Peter Lutkin
Trinity Chancel Choir Public Domain

*SENDING*

P: Go in peace. Believe the good news.

C: Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE* “Toccata in E Minor” Johannes Pachelbel
OL#241763

To watch a recorded service, go to https://www.youtube.com/@trinitylutheranFC
Or visit our website and click on “To view recorded services click HERE!”
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Praver List

Members Friends & Family
Nyla Anderson Wendy Thomaschow, sister of Amy Jo Martinson
Jill Rose Tae, family of Clinton Ellerbe
Pastor Paul Schairer Amy Oduor, daughter of Clinton Ellerbe
Mary Ann Armstrong Joe Burt, brother-in-law of Clinton Ellerbe
Marilyn Hartig Deborah Stinnett, friend of Dan Merz

Steve Eulberg, friend of Jim & Margaret Frye

Jules Webb, daughter of Martha Webb

Marilu Ritzman, friend of Rob & Aida Schmidt
Douglas Hardie, friend of Rob & Aida Schmidt
Jennifer & Dale Barnett, friends of Marilyn Morrissey

Polly Sersen
Tim Anderson
Eric Biedermann
Jean Purath

Mary Ann Miller Susie Kragmeier, daughter of Kate Stieben

Barb Klaman Beth Barnett, daughter of Carolyn & Eric Biedermann
Shirley Garvin Erin Slocum, daughter of Patty & Don Heyse
Madyson Hopkins

To all who gather: We are Reconciling in Christ, which means we strive to ensure the welcome, inclusion, celebration, and
advocacy for people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions; and to work for racial equity and to
commit to anti-racist work.

We welcome believers, seekers, and the curious, regardless of religious background. God makes no distinction based on race;
ethnicity; immigration status; economic status; physical, mental, or developmental circumstances; or other life circumstances.
God loves and welcomes all people. Therefore, we welcome all people to the life of Christ at Trinity.

From Pastor Rick: This community affirms its welcome by accepting me in this place. Diagnosed with Huntington’s
(HD), my progressing symptoms and neurodiversity are displayed publicly. The uncontrolled movements (chorea) may
limit my functionality, or appear in other ways; yet, it is an opportunity to learn and love alongside one another. HD is
part of me, but | am not defined by the diagnosis. As for all of us, | am defined as child of God.

Guests and Visitors: All are invited to receive the gluten free bread and wine of Holy Communion (juice is also available).
Your offering is your presence in worship. Please fill out a welcome card and place it in the offering plate as you leave. Don’t
forget your ‘Sweet Treat’ plate from the welcome desk!

Worship Note: The red hymnal Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) page numbers are found in the front while song numbers
are in the back. If you have any questions about worship or Trinity, our clergy or welcome table hosts are happy to help.

Parents and Caregivers: God’s children of all ages are welcome in worship. If helpful, please use the Family Break Room
outside the worship space or a “Worship Activity Bag” - available near the welcome table. On Sunday, if needed, we offer a
fully trained Nursery; staffed by Tiffany K. and Zoe K.

Special needs: Hearing-assistance devices are available during our services. Holy Communion can also be brought to the
seats of those who are unable to come forward. Our Welcome Table Hosts can help with any of these special needs.




THis WEEK’S CALENDAR:

Monday (March 16) Spring Break
12 pm Sermon Discussion-Fireside
6:30 pm (5) NoCo Male Spirituality

Tuesday (March 17) St Patrick’s Day
6:30 pm Council-Room 2

Wednesday (March 18)

5:15 pm Bells of Trinity-Room1

6 pm Lenten Taize Service

6:30 Lenten Soup Supper

6:45 pm Chancel Choir-Choir Room

Thursday (March 19)

9:30 pm Bible Study-Room Room 2

3 pm Spanish Class-Room 2

5:30 pm Pub Theology V3 @ O’Dell’s

Friday (March 20)
10 am Quilting-Room 2

Saturday (March 21)
5 pm Saturday Worship

Sunday (March 22) 5th Week of Lent
9 am Adult Forum-Room 2

9 am Confirmation-Room 8

9 am Sunday School-Room 3

9 am Youth Group-Room 6

10:30 am Worship

11:30 am Fellowship

In Ministry Today

Worship Assistant: Gerry Olsen

Welcome Table Host: Sharon Johnson

Fellowship Host: Steve Backsen

Bread Baker: Dan Merz

Prayer Writer: Sara Mullarkey

Communion Team: Bonnie McKenrick & Liz Johnson
Flower Arrangement: Volunteers of St Paul’s Episcopal

Trinity’s Clergy Leader:

Pastor Rick Reiten & Pastor Kaari Nieuwlandt

Trinity’s Staff:

Carrie Hansen Music Coord. & Organist
Tessa Espinosa Chancel Choir Director
Clinton Ellerbe Saturday Worship Leader
Austin Naylor Bells of Trinity Director
Brenda Harju TLC Preschool Director
Brenda Moore Financial Manager

Deana Andrist Office Administrator

Amanda Backsen Director of Communications/

Volunteer Coord.

Claire Pickerel AV Technician

Jennifer Reeve Shared Children’s Minister
Tiffany Klijewski Nursery Coord.

Zoe Klaman Nursery Attendant

*Staff Emails are available on our website*

Wednesday, Mar25
6 pm Lenten Service & 6:30 pm Soup Suppers

Saturday, March 28
Spring Clean Up 9-12

Trinity is a welcoming faith community living together in God’s love to share the joy of Jesus Christ.

Trinity Lutheran Church

Website: www.trinitylutheranfc.org  email: office@trinitylutheranfc.org

301 E. Stuart St., Fort Collins, CO 80525 (970) 482-1226
TLC Preschool - 221-9852

Copyright Notes - Current Copyrights—all music is reproduced under the following copyright license.

CCLI #1432547 & One License.Net#A-705827.



