
Trinity Lutheran Church                                                                                      

Sunday, March 8,  2026                                                                                           

                                                3rd Week of Lent

                  Peter’s Denial 
*Indicates please stand as you are able 

 

                                                                                                          

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE                                       “What Wondrous Love is This”                             arr. Mark Hayes   
                                    ©2005 Alfred Pub OL#297864           

                                            

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS* 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,  †  one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures                

 forever.                               

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.                          

                                               Silence is kept for reflection.                   

P: Gracious God,                                            

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.                                     

P: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God,                              

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.                                  

P: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,                

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.                       

P: For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious 

 God,                                 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.                 

P: For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water Christ 

 offers: Gracious God,                                                               

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in 

 the world: Gracious God,                            

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.                               

P: For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come 

 forth to life: Gracious God,                             

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.                          

P: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, you 

 have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of †   Jesus Christ, your sins 

 are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours 

 God’s  love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. 

C: Amen. 

https://www.onelicense.net/search?term=What+Wondrous+Love+Is+This+arr+hayes&hymnal=&hymn=&page=1&type=submit-term&addition=&downloads-only=false#


*GATHERING HYMN*                  “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”                                       ELW #773 

                                         Thomas A. Dorsey & George N. Allen             
                                                                    ©1938, 1966 Unichappell Music Inc., admin. Alfred Pub OL#210772   

*INVOCATION*                                                                         
P: May the grace of Jesus Christ, the love, mercy, and justice of God, and wisdom of the Holy 
 Spirit be with you all.                                                                                                                                     
C: And also with you.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.onelicense.net/search?term=+Precious+Lord%2C+Take+My+Hand&hymnal=&hymn=&page=1&type=submit-term&addition=&downloads-only=false#


*KYRIE*                                                                                                                    ELW pgs. 193-194  

 

 

 

 



*SONG OF PRAISE*                                    Verses 1 & 3                                       ELW pgs. 195-196  

*PRAYER OF THE DAY*                                                                                                                                            
Holy God, We, like Peter, often turn our backs on you. Forgive us and show us a new way to 
live, walking boldly and passionately toward you. Amen. 
 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON & OFFERING                                                                              Pastor Rick   

 

MUSICAL OFFERING             “How Deep the Fathers Love For Us”                                 Mark Hayes       

              Trinity Chancel Choir                                ©2021 Lorenz Pub #1009216        

 

 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION*                                                                              ELW pg. 198                                                         

*GOSPEL READING*                                                                                                    John 18:12-27  

L:       The good news according to John 18 

 12
 So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. 

13
 First they 

took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 
14

 Caiaphas was 

the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one person die for the people. 
15

 Simon 

Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high priest, he went 

with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 
16

 but Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the 

other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the 

gate, and brought Peter in. 
17

 The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s                        

disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” 
18

 Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire 

because it was cold, and they were standing around it and warming themselves. Peter also was 

standing with them and warming himself. 
19

 Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his                       

disciples and about his teaching. 
20

 Jesus answered, “I have spoken openly to the world; I have               

always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said               

nothing in secret. 
21

 Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I 

said.” 
22

 When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, 

“Is that how you answer the high priest?” 
23

 Jesus answered, “If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the 

wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” 
24

 Then Annas sent him bound to                    

Caiaphas the high priest. 
25

 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, 

“You are not also one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 
26

 One of the 

slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you 

in the garden with him?” 
27

 Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed.  

L:        The gospel of God.                                 

C:       Praise be to God. 

 

SERMON                                                                                                                           Pastor Rick                    

 



*HYMN OF DAY*                             “What Wondrous Love Is This”                                     ELW #666    

                                vs. 1, 2 & 4                             North American folk hymn 

                                                                                                       arr. Paul J. Christiansen  
                          Arr. ©1955 Augsburg Pub OL#78764   

 

 

 

 

https://www.onelicense.net/search?term=+What+Wondrous+Love+Is+This&hymnal=&hymn=&page=1&type=submit-term&addition=&downloads-only=false&publisher=Augsburg%2520Fortress%2520Publishers%255C24#


*APOSTLES CREED*                                                                                     

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.                                       

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,                                                               

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,                                      

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;                                        

 he descended to the dead.                                                            

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,                                                  

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 

 the dead.                                                                                       

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the             

 forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.                       

 

*PRAYERS*                                                                                                                                    

P: Hear us, O God.                                                                                                                                          

C: Your mercy is great. 

 
 
 
*PEACE* 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you all.                                                                                                          

C:  And also with you.                                                                                                    

 
 
OFFERING                                                

 If you have a monetary offering, please place in the plate as you leave worship today,                                     
or use this code to give electronically. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER*                                                     
P: O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain 
 and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and 
 wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving 
 work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
C: Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



*GREAT THANKSGIVING*                                                                                              ELW pg. 199                                                   

*PREFACE*                                          

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY*                                                                                                 ELW pg. 200 



*WORDS OF INSTITUTION*                                                                                                                                

P: In the night…                                                                                                                                              

 …gave it to the disciples, saying:                                                                                              

C: Take and eat, this is my body given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.                    

P: …gave it for all to drink, saying:                                                          

C: This cup is the new promise in my blood, shed for you and for all people, for the              

 forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me. 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER*                                                                                               ELW pg. 112 

Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who 

sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the                

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION* 

 

*COMMUNION HYMN*                                “Lamb of God”                                             ELW pg. 201               

COMMUNION                                        “The Penitent Heart”                                        Esther Higgins 
                                                          ©1982 Lorenz Pub OL#992932   

https://www.onelicense.net/search?term=+The+Penitent+Heart&hymnal=&hymn=&page=1&type=submit-term&addition=&downloads-only=false#


*COMMUNION BLESSING*                                                                                                                                
P:      The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.     
C:      Amen.  

 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION*                                                                                                                     
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us 
to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we 
become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through            
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

*BLESSING*                                                    

P:  Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ, 

 who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, †  bless you now and 

 always.                                           

C: Amen. 

 

*SENDING HYMN*                      “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”                                   ELW #618                                           

                               tr. William Williams and Peter Williams 

                          M: John Hughes 
               Public Domain

                                                                         continued on next page 



To watch a recorded service, go to https://www.youtube.com/@trinitylutheranFC                                                                                     
Or visit our website and click on “To view recorded services click HERE!” 

 *SENDING*                                                                                       

P: Go in peace. Believe the good news.                                            

C: Thanks be to God. 

  
 
*POSTLUDE*                                 “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”                       arr. Don Hustad 
                                                             ©1971 Hope Pub  OL#196412  

https://www.onelicense.net/search?term=+Guide+Me+Ever%2C+Great+Redeemer++hustad&hymnal=&hymn=&page=1&type=submit-term&addition=&downloads-only=false#


Members                                                                                               

Nyla Anderson                                                

Jill Rose                                                      

Pastor Paul Schairer                                                                 

Mary Ann Armstrong                        

Marilyn Hartig                                          

Polly Sersen                                                      

Tim Anderson                                                                  

Eric Biedermann                                                   

Jean Purath                                                 

Mary Ann Miller                                                                       

Barb Klaman                                                              

Shirley Garvin                                                                                           

Madyson Hopkins                                                        

Prayer List 

To all who gather: We are Reconciling in Christ, which means we strive to ensure the welcome, inclusion, celebration, and 

advocacy for people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions; and to work for racial equity and to 

commit to anti-racist work.  

 

We welcome believers, seekers, and the curious, regardless of religious background. God makes no distinction based on race; 

ethnicity; immigration status; economic status; physical, mental, or developmental circumstances; or other life circumstances. 

God loves and welcomes all people. Therefore, we welcome all people to the life of Christ at Trinity.  

 

 From Pastor Rick: This community affirms its welcome by accepting me in this place. Diagnosed with Huntington’s 

 (HD), my progressing symptoms and neurodiversity are displayed publicly. The uncontrolled movements (chorea) may 

 limit my functionality, or appear in other ways; yet, it is an opportunity to learn and love alongside one another. HD is 

 part of me, but I am not defined by the diagnosis. As for all of us, I am defined as child of God.  

 

Guests and Visitors: All are invited to receive the gluten free bread and wine of Holy Communion (juice is also available). 

Your offering is your presence in worship. Please fill out a welcome card and place it in the offering plate as you leave. Don’t 

forget your ‘Sweet Treat’ plate from the welcome desk! 

 

Worship Note: The red hymnal Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) page numbers are found in the front while song numbers 

are in the back. If you have any questions about worship or Trinity, our clergy or welcome table hosts are happy to help. 

 

Parents and Caregivers: God’s children of all ages are welcome in worship. If helpful, please use the Family Break Room 

outside the worship space or a “Worship Activity Bag” - available near the welcome table. On Sunday, if needed, we offer a 

fully trained Nursery; staffed by Tiffany K. and Zoe K. 

 

Special needs: Hearing-assistance devices are available during our services. Holy Communion can also be brought to the 

seats of those who are unable to come forward. Our Welcome Table Hosts can help with any of these special needs. 

Friends & Family  

Wendy Thomaschow, sister of Amy Jo Martinson                                                  

Tae, family of Clinton Ellerbe                                                      

Amy Oduor, daughter of Clinton Ellerbe                                           

Joe Burt, brother-in-law of Clinton Ellerbe                                                      

Deborah Stinnett, friend of Dan Merz                                                             

Steve Eulberg, friend of Jim & Margaret Frye                                    

Jules Webb, daughter of Martha Webb                                             

Marilu Ritzman, friend of Rob & Aida Schmidt                                           

Douglas Hardie, friend of Rob & Aida Schmidt                                                                                 

Jennifer & Dale Barnett, friends of Marilyn Morrissey        

Susie Kragmeier, daughter of Kate Stieben                                               

Beth Barnett, daughter of Carolyn & Eric Biedermann                                 

Erin Slocum, daughter of Patty & Don Heyse              



Copyright Notes - Current Copyrights—all music is reproduced under the following copyright license.                                                                                                                   

     CCLI #1432547 & One License.Net#A-705827.                   

In Ministry Today 

Worship Assistant: Eric Jurgenson                                                                  

Welcome Table Host: Jan & Don Garman                                                            

Fellowship Host:  Pam & Wally Jacobson                                                                      

Bread Baker: Dan Merz                      

Prayer Writer:  Pat Wiedower                                                                      

Communion Team:  Nyla Anderson                                                                

Flower Arrangement: Volunteers of St Paul’s Episcopal              

 

Trinity is a welcoming faith community living together in God’s love to share the joy of Jesus Christ. 

                               Trinity Lutheran Church                                                       

                               301 E. Stuart St., Fort Collins, CO 80525  (970) 482-1226                                                                        

                             Website: www.trinitylutheranfc.org    email: office@trinitylutheranfc.org                                                 

TLC Preschool - 221-9852 

Coming Up:                                                                

 Wednesdays, Mar 18 & 25                                

6 pm Lenten Service & 6:30 pm Soup Suppers   

 Saturday, March 28                                                    

Spring Clean Up 9-12 

Trinity’s Clergy Leader: 

Pastor Rick Reiten  & Pastor Kaari Nieuwlandt 

Trinity’s Staff: 

Carrie Hansen  Music Coord. & Organist 

Tessa Espinosa  Chancel Choir Director 

Clinton Ellerbe              Saturday Worship Leader 

Austin Naylor  Bells of Trinity Director 

Brenda Harju  TLC Preschool Director 

Brenda Moore  Financial Manager 

Deana Andrist  Office Administrator 

Amanda Backsen   Director of Communications/ 

    Volunteer Coord. 

Claire Pickerel        AV Technician 

Jennifer Reeve              Shared Children’s Minister    

Tiffany Klijewski             Nursery Coord. 

Zoe Klaman                   Nursery Attendant     

*Staff Emails are available on our website* 

This Week’s Calendar:                                                                                  

Monday (March 9)                                                                                                                                                                                               

12 pm Sermon Discussion-Fireside                                              

5:30 pm Trust-Sunroom                                                              

6 pm (FS) Property                                                               

6:30 pm (5) NoCo Male Spirituality                              

                           

Tuesday (March 10)                                                       

4:30 pm Birdhouses for Habitat-Room 2                               

6:30 pm Exec Council 

                          

Wednesday (March 11)                                         

9:30-10 am Clergy-Sanctuary                                           

10-11 am Clergy-Room 2                                                      

5:15 pm Bells of Trinity-Room1                                                     

6 pm Lenten Taize Service                                                   

6:30 Lenten Soup Supper                                            

6:45 pm Chancel Choir-Choir Room                                                  

                              

Thursday (March 12)                                             

9:30 pm Bible Study-Room Room 2                                 

3 pm Spanish Class-Room 2                                                   

3:30 pm 301FP Get Together @ Zwei Brewing Co                                             

4 pm Finance-Zoom                                                                

6:15 pm 301FP Co-Op-Sunroom  

                                

Friday (March 13)                                                       

10 am Quilting-Room 2                                                             

6:30 pm TGIF @ Kathy & Jack Lipscomb’s                                                 

                                             

Saturday (March 14)                                                                                                 

5 pm Saturday Worship                                        

                                                                              

Sunday (March 15)  4th Week of Lent                                

9 am Adult Forum-Room 2                                        

9 am Confirmation-Room 8                                             

9 am Sunday School-Room 3                                            

9 am Youth Group-Room 6                                                 

10:30 am Worship                                                             

11:30 am  Fellowship 


