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Music for Summer

Songs of the Summer We want YOU to pick the songs that are sung at Worship Service this summer.
Have one in mind!?! Email Carrie with the title of the song. There will also be cards at the end of the
pews where you can fill out your selection. All songs submitted by May 17 will be used, anything
submitted after will tried to be worked in.

humming, singing, or a kazoo, all we want is YOU! Do you play an instrument or sing? Since choir
and bells will be on break for summer, we want to add some fun diversity of soloist to the Worship
Services. Email Carrie if you are interested!

Graduate Recognition

Join us the weekend of May 16/17 to bless our graduates. We will celebrate this milestone in worship
as we surround our gradates with support and prayer. If you have a graduate, please email Amanda

their name, picture, where they are graduating from, along with a very BRIEF statement of what they
will be doing in the future, before Sunday, May 10!!
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Adult Forum
May 3: Rev. Dr. Mark LaChonce will speak about the ministry of the
ELCJHL (Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jordan and the Holy
Land), especially during these times of difficulty, and specifically
about his ministry at the Jordan River baptism site and in leading
the English-speaking congregation in Amman.

May 10: Tim Snyder will share convenient and easy opportunities to
advocate in person, by phone, by email and by letter writing.

May 17: Planning for next year...do you have ideas of what we
should discuss next year in Adult Forum? Come join us to discuss
the possibilities!

May 24: Synod Assembly recap.
May 31: Adult Forum on break for summer, see you in the fall!

Thank you!
Thank you to the 301 Faith Partners their chainsaws and muscle
power to take down the trees in the backyard.

TLC Preschool—Procession & Holy Closure

On Sunday, May 24 we will honor 25 Years of TLC Preschool
Ministry at Trinity. There will be a Procession from the Sanctuary to
the preschool classroom for a Holy Closure with a reception to
follow in the Fellowship Hall.
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Donation Corner
Prayer Cards Small Group needs:

e #5 - 1/2 invitation envelopes
e All color card-stock paper
e Any other scrap-booking paper or supplies, even stamps!

Quilting Small Group needs:
e We will always collect donated fabric, Fabric, & more FABRIC.

Thrivent Action Teams: Are you an eligible Thrivent member and
have choice dollars available to direct? There are a number of
groups that count on the Thrivent Action Teams.
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Pastor Kaari’s Kindling

When | was 14, | had the opportunity to go to the ELCA National Youth Gathering in New Orleans. My
older brothers had been before and raved about it. | loved church a whole heck of a lot more than they
did, so | had high expectations. High expectations can be dangerous sometimes- it's easy to be
disappointed when we place too much on a person or an event. However, my expectations were not
disappointed! Even with some setbacks...

Now, I'll be the first to admit that I'm a little bit clumsy, and that proved true when we stopped in Texas
for the night on our drive from Longmont to New Orleans. | drowsily stepped off our bus and my ankle
immediately crumpled beneath me. We thought it was okay... until the next night. We’d made it to New
Orleans, but my ankle was so swollen that Pastor Paul Judson took my older brother and me to the
closest ER for xrays in the middle of the night. God bless Pastor Paul Judson for putting up with me for
so many years. Luckily, it was just a bad sprain. Unluckily, it was a bad sprain at the beginning of the
National Youth Gathering. Even when | was in pain, even when | couldn’t participate in all of the
activities, the National Youth Gathering transformed my perspective.

There was an energy of being gathered with (at that gathering) 30,000 high school students. We
listened to diverse speakers. | saw strong female pastors unapologetically proclaiming the Gospel. My
perspectives were broadened by the radical messages of God’s love and grace in the world, and |
realized how much | loved this church. It was simultaneously a testament to what the church was in
that moment, and also a vision to me of what the church could be. Joyful. Radical. Full of energy.
Unapologetic. Full of love and grace.

While there are many pieces that | would say encouraged my discernment to ministry (especially camp
and campus ministry), the National Youth Gathering is definitely a piece of my journey. It gave me the
ability to imagine more.

Next summer, in June-July of 2027, the ELCA National Youth Gathering is being hosted in
Minneapolis, MN. We will be taking a group! You may be reading this and say, “Well, seems like this
only applies to high school students,” but | am here to tell you, dear reader, dear church, that a trip like
this doesn’t happen without the full community’s support! First and foremost, please pray for our high
school students, always, but also especially in the leadup to this trip. Don’t be afraid, especially as we
get closer, to ask students about it! Are they going? What are they excited about? Maybe share about
your experience at a National Youth Gathering or other faith trip you took as a teenager. Secondly, and
more tangibly, these trips are expensive. Between registration costs, hotel costs, travel costs, and food,
we’re estimating that it'll be between $1800-$1900 for each person. That said, there will be fundraising
in our future! Please keep a look out come fall for fundraising events, and thanks in advance for your
generosity.

With you on The Way, Pastor Kaari

VBS - Save the Date! Step right up
June 8-11 from 9am-noon
Come one! Come all! Step right up and see the marvelous wonders waiting for you at our carnival!
Carnivals are more than a place for entertainment—they're an invitation to see something
extraordinary. In this four-day series, kids Pre-K—5" grade will explore how Jesus, like a great carnival
barker, calls out to us to show us something wonderful. Register HERE!
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LuMin Update

Wishing you peace and productive reflection in this lenten season! This is Aaron Graff, the LuMin
Congregational Ambassador. | am just reaching out with a mid-semester update! Our LuMin
Wednesday activities are going strong, as we are averaging about ten students per week even during
the busy and stressful midterm season. Thank you to all who have donated meals this semester, and as
a reminder, we have a sign-up sheet for any who are interested in bringing meals for the rest of the
semester attached here. Thank you so much for your support!

| have another additional request. For our LuMin students graduating this semester, we are in need of
someone to embroider the LuMin logo onto graduation stoles. With an embroidering machine, it would
hopefully be pretty straightforward to have the logo added. If you have interest in helping us with this,
please reach out to Victoria at minister@Ilcmcsu.org. Thank you in advance and thank you for your
continued support of our ministry!

Ways to Give at Trinity
Become a Realm giver! Call the office to get an invite to REALM, our new giving platform. In Realm
you can donate from a checking account, savings account or your credit card. Donations can be done
weekly, monthly, or annually. Also, you can look at the history of your giving and even print a statement
for your taxes. Check it out!

For One-Time Donations go to www.trinitylutheranfc.org and click on “Give” at the top of the webpage.
Find One-time Donation and follow the prompts from there. Again, you can have the donation come
from a checking account, savings account or your credit card.

Are charitable rollovers an option for you? If you are required to take a minimum distribution from your
IRA, you might be able have the check payable to Trinity, and not pay taxes on the distribution (please
check with your tax advisor, or financial institution). The same applies if you have a charitable donor
advised fund. Check with your financial institution on the frequency that works best for you.

Does your bank offer their customers a bill paying option? You can check with your bank about this.
Some banks do not charge for this convenience. Have automatic deductions from your checking or
savings account, done weekly, bi-monthly, or monthly.

Have the Venmo app? Trinity is also on Venmo! We are “Trinity-LutheranFC”.
Use Regular Offering Envelopes-either brought to worship or mailed in.

Thank you for taking a moment to consider these options. Please feel free to call the office if you have
any questions or need help; 970-482-1226 or email bmoore@trinitylutheranfc.org.

Sky Ranch
If you would like to go to Sky Ranch this summer, it’s not too late. Trinity youth are scheduled for the
week of July 29-24. Please register directly with Sky Ranch: SUMMER CAMPS
(skyranchcolorado.org). Trinity will pay $200 per camper (thank you, Trust)! Let Pastor Kaari know after
you register so she can get the $200 removed from your registration. If you decide to go a different
week (we know, schedules are complicated) please mark Trinity, Fort Collins on your registration and
let Pastor Kaari know and you to get the same offer. The early registration has closed, but there are still
spots available. Reach out to Sky Ranch directly and let Pastor Kaari know if you have any questions. .
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301 FP JET ECO Tip

Home Food $crap Composting and the Compost Queen pilot program
ZERO Waste is one of three City of Fort Collins 2030 climate goals: “Reach zero waste so nothing goes
to landfills. Materials are reused, recycled or composted instead”
So - let’s focus on COMPOSTING - WHAT is Composting? Composting is the process of turning
organic material such as plant debris and food scraps into a soil amendment through the use of an
aerobic process that requires water, carbon and nitrogen.

WHY should we compost? Composting keeps yard debris and food scraps out of the landfill and helps
improve soil health. You may already be familiar with “Yard Waste” pick up (or drop off) in your
community. But what about food scraps?

HOW can we compost food scraps in Northern Colorado? Food scraps can be composted in backyard
composting systems or can be collected by a subscription composting service (two local options below).

Food waste should never be included in curbside recycling bins or in bins at recycling drop-off centers.
Too much food waste in a recycle bin can cause an entire truckload of recyclables to be rejected and
thrown away into the trash!

Compost Queen offers residential and commercial food scrap collection. 970-797-2042 Website
Common Good Compost offers residential food scrap collection. 970-308-7508 Website

City of Fort Collins Food Waste Composting Pilot Program: In order to reach their Zero Waste 2030
goal, The City of Fort Collins is partnering with Compost Queen in a Food Waste Composting Pilot
Program through October 2026. They are collecting data on adoption rates, pricing models, collection
volumes, processing needs and more. The program is funded through the $.10 bag fee collected as a
part of the City’s Disposable Bag Ordinance. The pilot program is anticipated to divert an additional 165
tons of organics from the landfill during its 12-month run, preventing more than 100 metric tons of CO,-
equivalent emissions the same as eliminating 250,000 miles of vehicle emissions. Find more info on
avoiding food waste and composting food scraps HERE.

The Joint Ecological Team’s (JET) next meeting is Tuesday, May 26 at 5:30 pm in Room 2 or via ZOOM.
as needed to plan educational events, bike to work day, volunteer opportunities, and advocacy. If you
have any suggestions for future Eco-Tips, please email them to Amanda in the office. Be sure to check out
the JET table and bulletin board in the NW corner of the Fellowship Hall!

My Pledge to Care for Creation!
The Joint Ecological Team (JET) of the 301 Faith Partners invites all to consider a new way to
help individuals and families be more intentional about how our daily actions relate to others and God's
creation. The non-profit Lutherans Restoring Creation pledge form can be used to track steps toward
this goal titled "My Pledge to God and my neighbors to Care for Creation." The pledge form has 16
opportunities for action and paper copies are located in the Fellowship Hall on the right hand side of the
green table under the JET bulletin board. Please take a copy and begin to log your progress toward
using less energy and enjoying nature more often. Thank You!
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

3
9 am Education for All
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship

9:30am Trinity Readers
12 pm Sermon Discussion

6:30 pm Male Spirituality

4 5

7:30 am Men'’s Breakfast

5:30 pm Soc/Eco Justice
6:15 pm 301 FP SEJ

10
9 am Education for All
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship

12 pm Sermon Discussion

6 pm Property
6:30 pm Male Spirituality

11 12

4:30 pm Birdhouse Bldg
6:30 pm Executive

17
9 am Education for All
10:30 am Worship Grad
Celebration & Farewell
Claire
11:30 am Fellowship
11:45 am Faith Formation

18

12 pm Sermon Discussion

6:30 pm Male Spirituality

19

5:30 pm Pub Theology
6:30 pm Council

24
9 am Education for All
10:30 am Worship
Farewell TLC Preschool
11:30 am Fellowship

25 Memorial Day
Office Closed
12 pm Sermon Discussion

6:30 pm Male Spirituality

26

5:30 pm FP Eco Justice

31
10:30 am Worship

11:30 am Fellowship

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
May 2/3 Sherry Albertson-Clark / Soren Nicholson

May 9/10

May 16/17
May 23/24
May 30/31

/ Walter Nieuwlandt
/ Karl Schmidt
/ Joey Prows
/ Don Garman
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2
10 am Quilting 10:30 am Pr. Paul
Memorial Service
2 pm Prayer Cards
2 pm Sweet Treats
5 pm Worship
5:45 pm Fellowship
6 7 8 9
10 am Quilting
11 am FP Clergy Mtg
5:15 pm Bells 5 pm Worship
6:30 pm Choir 5:45 pm Fellowship
13 14 15 16
3:30 pm FP Get 10 am Quilting
Together
5:15 pm Bells 4 pm Finance 5 pm Worship
6:30 pm Choir 6:15 pm FP Co-Op Mtg 5:45 pm Fellowship
20 21 22 23
10 am Quilting
5:15 pm Bells 5 pm Worship
6:30 pm Choir 5:45 pm Fellowship
27 28 29 30
10 am Quilting
6 pm Chap 2 Readers 5 pm Worship

7 pm Immigration

5:45 pm Fellowship
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Small Groups

Sermon Discussion Enjoy a discussion of the weekend sermon to share where we see God present in
our lives. Join us most Mondays at 12 pm in Fireside Rm.

Male $pirituality Carrying on the work of Fr Richard Rohr and llluman we will utilize the power of
ritual, image, and story to expand the depth and breadth of love in ourselves to make a difference in the
world, using a circle of structured sharing. Join us Mondays at 6:30 pm in Room 5.

Bible Study has completed its study of the transition from the Mosaic Covenant to the New Covenant.
We are on break and will resume meeting in the fall after Labor Day when we will study Women in the
Bible. More information will follow later this summer.

301 Quilters meets Fridays from 10 am-12 pm in Room 2. If you’d like to join us, please come!!; NO
experience needed, NO need to have been coming last year, NO worries. We're a fun and caring small
group that has a purpose of aiding those in need.

Prayer Cards This group meets to make homemade greeting cards Saturday, May 2. No crafting
skills needed, just a willing heart to serve others. Open Invitation to come when you are able BUT an
RSVP to Erik Elliott is needed for supplies.

Trinity Readers will meet on Monday, May 4 at 9:30 am in the Fireside Rm to discuss the book
Small Things like These by Claire Keegan. This historical fiction book which addresses social issues
takes place in a small Irish town that has a convent which houses a Magdalen laundry. Pregnant young
girls are judged by the church and community. They are forced into unpaid labor. The story is about
hope and quiet heroism. Keegan demonstrates how small acts of courage can challenge systemic
injustice. Questions, call Cheryl Smith at 970-218-5750.

Men’s Breakfast All men are welcome to join at the Breakfast Club (Ft. Collins) for discussion and
fellowship on the 1% Tuesday (May 5) at 7:30 am.

Birdhouses Join us on the 2" Tuesday (May 12) at 4:30 pm in Room 2 to build and decorate bird
houses and feeders to raise funds for Habitat for Humanity. Ages 8 and up invited!

301 FP Get-Togethers take place the 2" Thursday (May 14) at 3:30 pm. The location is picked
closer to the date, so watch the e-News for details. All gatherings are informal and no RSVP needed.

Pub Theology V.3 will meet **Tuesday, May 19** at 5:30 pm at Odell Brewing Company. We will
explore a variety of texts and discuss how we live out our relationship with God and support each other
along the way.

Chapter Two Book Group is an open small group for 301 Faith Partners and the wider community,
new participants are always welcome to join the casual discussion. No long-term commitment required!
If you have trouble finding any of the books and would like Trinity to order a copy for the library, please
let Maddie Fairfax know at any time. Thursday, May 28 at 6 pm to discuss Small Things Like These by
Claire Keegan.
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Small Groups cont ...

Habitat For Humanity There is exciting news going on for Habitat for Humanity in Ft. Collins. The
Harmony Cottages are now completely built out and HH is now building in Bloom on Mulberry Street!
There are 40 units in Bloom that will be dedicated Habitat homes! Habitat is moving forward celebrating
17 homes in the last year, and 125 homes since the beginning of the organization’s founding in 1993!
That’s great news for families looking for the stability that homeowning can provide. In addition, Habitat
Ft. Collins has applied and received approval to become a Colorado Enterprise Zone in Bloom. That
means that donations over $250 through Faith Builds to Habitat For Humanity in Ft. Collins are eligible
for a 25% state tax credit. According to Mara Johnson, Chief Development Officer, “this is a way to give
more impactfully your gift goes further because you receive a significant state tax credit on top of your
normal deduction.” Another reason to celebrate Habitat for Humanity Ft. Collins and our participation
through Faith Builds! Faith Builders Luncheon , Thursday, May 14 from 11:30 am-1 pm, at First
United Methodist Church. Build Day help build safe, secure, and affordable homes in the community
in Bloom Neighborhood. Our next Build Day is Saturday, June 13 from 8 am-3ish pm with lunch
provided. No experience or skills needed. Contact Jo Gearhart or Steph Dugger to volunteer/sign up.

Little Pantry Spring has arrived, bringing blooming flowers,
budding trees, graduating students, and the excitement of
summer adventures ahead. We are deeply grateful for the
generous hearts of our community whose faithful giving during &=
Advent and Lent continues to sustain and strengthen our i
ministry's mission. Blessings to all as we enjoy this beautiful
season together.

Donation Drive for Stork Support
The 301 Social & Eco Justice committee is having a donation drive for Stork Support of No. Colorado
(www.storksupportofnoco.com) from May 10-June 21. Preowned is fine. To make it easier you can
purchase items via Stork Support’s Amazon wish list on their website. Don't feel like shopping? $175
covers the value of the items needed. ANY monetary donation is welcome. A complete kit will be on
display in the fellowship hall. You can leave your donations near the display.

& Laundry Detergent (the sheets) &4 burb cloths

& Baby soap and Baby Lotion (full size) &4 flannel receiving blankets

&2 baby towels and 4 washrags &2 Swaddles

&4 pack of bottles & Baby Monitor (basic audio kind)
& Bottle drying rack and bottle cleaning brush ¢ Sound Machine

& Baby blanket

About Stork Support: serves newborns and their families in Larimer and Weld County. A small non-
profit, we are 100% volunteer run and donation based. We have recently moved out of a garage and
are now housed in a room in the church basement of First United Methodist Church in Windsor. We
concentrate on the third and fourth trimester needs of under-resourced Northern Colorado families
providing material support including maternity clothes, baby clothes, postpartum supplies, nhewborn
essential Kits, strollers and safe sleep options. On average, we serve 8 newborn babies a month. We
work to ensure that every new family has a strong start. Over the course of the baby's first year we also
offer some infant formula and diapers as our capacity and financing allows. The infant feeding program
is our most expensive offering. 10 days of formula now costs about $115.
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Council Meeting March 17

This meeting was held via Zoom set up by Pastor Kaari. Those present on this Zoom call: Paul Johnson,
Pastor Kaari Nieuwlandt, Shelley Aust, Joey Prows, Soren Nicholson, Linda Cavazos, and Barbara Lambert.
Paul called the meeting to order via Zoom at 6:30PM. Devotions were offered by Paul regarding a ‘Healthy
Congregation’. February Council Minutes were presented from February and Joey moved to accept the
minutes. Linda seconded. All approved.

Discussion then went to the Congregational Meeting minutes which had been submitted in draft form to the
council. The actual wording for the recommended motion as presented to the congregation for the FY25
excess was provided by Joey, via email from Eric, will be revised to read: or “To pay out of last year’s
surplus $6,319 toward benevolence pro-rata, and save the remaining $30,044 in reserve for Capital needs.
Next, we went to the February Financial Report previously sent out by Joey, 3 pages with a graph. Soren
moved to accept this Report and Shelley seconded it. All approved this report. At this point Joey realized
that the Financial Report was the wrong one and at this meeting resent the correct one. There was a friendly
motion to approve these minutes. All approved.

It was suggested to amend Cash Flow to all giving units. A message was suggested to be presented to the
congregation to encourage giving. Linda asked about the budget for Hospitality and Evangelism. It was
stated that the budget as presented is the budget.

Kathy updated us on the Keyboard that had been offered to the church. Worship and Music voted to accept
the keyboard. Discussion went to the piano in Room 2A needing to be replaced. It was suggested that
Tessa, Director of Chancel Choir, might be able to advise.

There are 2 trees that are ‘down’ and uprooted from the storm this last Thurs.as discussed by Soren. These
are large trees by the Memorial Garden. Although this will allow for new trees, the cost to have these trees
removed are high, $4800 for one and $5400 for the other. These are from Wisdom Tree Care. Mary
Magdala personnel had provided an email for another estimate as well as Pastor Kaari said her brother had
also offered help. As there is no hurry to have these removed, it was suggested that we wait a bit until the
current demand for tree removal companies lessens and removal becomes more affordable. Soren then
went on to discuss the issue of the furnace replacement. He has found the schematics of the original furnace
which may help with estimates from companies. More to follow once he received more bids and/or rebids
due to the schematics.

On the first Tuesday of the month, Barbara will solicit Committee Reports. This will allow time for the Exec
Board to review and help with the agenda for the next Council meeting.

Shelley made the motion to adjourn. Joey seconded. All approved.
Respectfully submitted, Barbara Lambert, Secretary.

A Message from our 301 Coop Committee

Recently, we've heard a few frustrations about shared space/shared items/interference with other
community's items. Just like living in a home with many family members, our shared 301 life together
requires intentional effort! It takes flexibility, conscientiousness, communication, and an abundance of
grace when we accidentally step on each other's toes. This is a reminder, when you are about to move
something, change something, take something, or get rid of something- stop and think! Does this action
impact the other communities that also live here? And, similarly, if you see someone else doing
something that you think might impact another community, don't be afraid to ask and together think
through the impacts of the action. Our life together provides our communities with so much beauty and
potential! Thank you for your awareness and for your part in helping us live together well. With
Gratitude, Your 301 Cooperating Committee
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Highlights from Co-Op Committee Meeting
The Coop Committee, composed of clergy and lay leaders of each faith community, meeting monthly to
discuss the functioning of the faith partnership, coordination of collaborative projects, and other items
affecting the faith communities. At the April 9, 2026 meeting, the following items were discussed:

There hasn’t been any follow up work done yet with the sound system speakers. Chad Carpenter has
been hired to replace Claire Pickerel whose last day as our AV Technician will be May 17.

Planning continues on efforts to improve neighborhood relationships.

We spend some time to review Holy Week services to discuss what went well and ways we might want
to improve them.

David Cloyd from Mary of Magdala reported that their Leadership Council has reviewed the 2020 Coop
document and encouraged Trinity and St. Paul’s to do the same. He previously emailed other members
of the committee those results.

Trinity’s Bell Choir has asked about possible changes with the Spiritual Direction space they currently
share. It was agreed that an alternate space for Spiritual Direction can probably be arranged which
would give the bell choir more room.

Pastor Kaari asked if the 301 Partners were interested in having a booth at the FoCo Pride event on
June 6th at Lincoln Park. It was agreed that the 3 congregations would take turns paying the $100 fee
that Mary of Magdala will pay this year, and all 3 congregations would recruit volunteers to man the
booth.

Respectfully submitted, Paul Johnson, VP Trinity Council

ERLEREIJEE Birthdays EEiEEEIff]
Barbara Baggs 5/1 Jahna Prebel 5/13 Solvei Prows 5/24
Heidi Splittgerber 5/1 Josanne Lucas 5/14 Cheryl Smith 5/24
Katie Dryg 5/4 Logan Miller 5/19 Tim Anderson 5/25
Reuben Jackson 5/6 Kelli Schueler 5/19 MaryAnne Carr  5/25
Mary Raich 5/7 Martha Burke 5/20 Ross Thompson  5/28
Rick Aust 5/8 Brad Brown 5/22 Kate Stieben 5/30
Ruth Edge 5/8 Jim Rose 5/22
John Raich 5/9 Cayden Hopkins  5/23
' Anniversaries '

Wendy & Dean Gebhardt 5/4 Jodie & Dave Burgoon 5/22

Jan & Richard Morton 5/4 Ken & Sherry Albertson-Clark  5/27

Bonnie & Ron Bend 5/20
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TRINITY LUTHERAN
-I- 301 E. Stuart St.

Fort Collins, CO 80525

(970) 482-1226

In God We Trust Open Mosque Day
Islamic Center of Fort Collins Open House on Saturday, May 2 from 10am-1pm. RSVP, for event
for planning purposes, is requested HERE. You are warmly invited to our Mosque Open House with
the themed presentation, “In God We Trust”, some words on faith and reliance upon God. This is a
community gathering dedicated to fostering friendship, dialogue, and unity among neighbors of all
faiths, non faiths, and backgrounds. Join us for an afternoon of open conversation, Q&A sessions,
and light refreshments as we share insights about Islam, our mosque, and the values that bring us
together in compassion and mutual respect. Whether you'’ve visited before or it’s your first time, we
welcome you with open hearts and look forward to creating meaningful connections that strengthen
our community.
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https://tinyurl.com/ICFC-Spring26-OH

