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 Trinity Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. 

Trinity Lutheran – ELCA is a welcoming and inclusive church. We 
welcome believers, seekers, and the curious, regardless of                     

religious background. We are Reconciling in Christ and extend 

welcome and invitation to all regardless of sexual orientation or                
gender identity; race, ethnicity, or immigration status; economic 
status; physical, mental, or developmental issues; or other life       

circumstance. God loves and welcomes all people.                                   
We welcome all people to the life of Christ at Trinity.  

 

So, how can you learn more about Trinity? 

Visit our website at www.trinitylutheranfc.org 

Consider joining us for worship or one of our ministry events. 

Contact our pastors for a chat. 

 

We believe we are not a complete community, and that God is 

calling new people to join us and to find their place at Trinity. 

 

We invite you join us on the journey of faith!                                                                               

Saturdays at 5p.m.;  Sundays at 10:30a.m. 
 
 

Copyright Notes - Current Copyrights—all music is reproduced under the following copyright license.                                                               
 CCLI #1432547 & One License.Net#A-705827. 

Trinity is a welcoming faith community living together in God’s love  
to share the joy of Jesus Christ. 

 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

301 E. Stuart St., Fort Collins, CO 80525, (970) 482-1226   
Website: www.trinitylutheranfc.org     

email: office@trinitylutheranfc.org   
TLC Preschool - 221-9852 
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Celebration of Life for  
 Paul Walter Schairer  

October 3, 1934—April 17, 2026 
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Celebration of Life for  
Paul Walter Schairer 

 
 

 
PRELUDE         “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”     Don Hustad 
                    ©1971 Hope Pub CCLI #2756897                                           

 
 
 
 
WELCOME 
P: We are gathered to worship, to proclaim Christ 
 crucified and  risen, to remember before God our 
 brother Paul Schairer, to give thanks for his life, to 
 commend him to our merciful redeemer, and to 
 comfort one another in our grief.  
 
P: When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized 

into his death. We were buried therefore with him by 
baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new 
life.  For if we have been united with him in a death like 
his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection 
like his. 

 
P: Let us pray.  O God of grace and glory, we remember            

before you today our brother Paul. We thank you for                 
giving him to us to know and to love as a companion in 
our journey on earth. In your boundless compassion,  
console us who mourn.  Give us faith to see that death  has 
been defeated by Christ, so that we may live in the hope 
and promise that we will be reunited with those who have 
gone before us; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
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Fort Collins, CO. 
 

 
Paul also served the wider community in many ways. He served 
on the school board in Aurora as an early advocate for special 

education. He founded Mother’s Day Out programs and day care/
preschool programs that supported local parents. He was a strong 

supporter and advocate for twelve-step programs, providing 
spaces for groups to meet. He founded the Faith House, housing 

for out-of-town cancer patients and their families at MD 
Anderson Hospital in the Texas Medical Center. 

 
Paul was preceded in death by his wife Mary Alice, his mother 

and father, as well as his brothers, Dale and Dean. He is survived 
by his children, Sandra Schairer, Jill Scott (Nathaniel), and Greg 
Schairer (Susan); grandchildren, Joshua (Juliette) and Zachary 
Schairer, Gregory, Jordan, Jacob, and Juliet Scott; and many 

nieces and nephews. 
  

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be made to Sky Ranch 
Lutheran Camp, 805 South Shields St., Fort Collins, CO 80521.  
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Paul’s Obituary                                       

Paul Walter Schairer was born to Herbert and Mary Schairer on 
October 3, 1934, in Ann Arbor, MI. He was baptized at Zion 
Lutheran Church. He was a graduate of Capitol University, 

Columbus, OH, and received a Master of Divinity from Wartburg 
Seminary, Dubuque, IA. Paul married Mary Alice Baur on 

August 15, 1959, at Zion Lutheran Church, the church of their 
baptisms and confirmations. 

 
Paul enjoyed spending time with his family, camping, reading, 

and golfing. Being a farm boy at heart, he enjoyed gardening at a 
significant level. Hearing a farm story as a sermon illustration 

was routine for both the primary congregations he served as well 
as the many interim calls throughout his career. 

Pastor Paul, as he became known to the many churches he served, 
loved the Church and led the churches he served through 

processes of healing, transformation, and growth. The people in 
these ALC and ELCA congregations didn’t take long to come to 

love Pastor Paul for his leadership style and capabilities, his 
preaching, and his strong commitment to the people of these 
congregations. He was a capable mentor for many associate 

pastors and interns. 
 

Pastor Paul’s career followed callings in parish ministry to St. 
James, Garden City, KS; home mission organizer at Peace in 

Joplin, MO; St. Matthew, Aurora, CO; St. John’s of Saginaw, MI; 
and Faith of Bellaire, TX, until his retirement fifteen years later. 

This, however, was not really retirement—as he liked to ask, 
“Where does it say I am supposed to stop?” He served many 

congregations as interim pastor, including Joy, Parker, CO; St. 
Phillip, Littleton, CO; Trinity, Fort Collins, CO; Lutheran Church 

of Hope, Broomfield, CO; and others. Pastor Paul brought his 
gifts to congregations needing guidance through transitions and 
struggles. After his interim career, Pastor Paul continued to fill 
supply pastoral needs and served as visitation pastor at Trinity, 
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GATHERING HYMN    “Borning Cry”                    ELW #732 
                         John C. Ylvisaker     
                   ©1985 John C. Ylvisaker OL#88253   

https://www.onelicense.net/search?term=borning+cry&hymnal=&hymn=&page=1&type=submit-term&addition=&downloads-only=false#
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TIME OF REMEMBRANCE                                                          

Pastor Larry Beck  

READINGS                           Ezekiel 34:11-16 

11 For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep 
and will sort them out. 12 As shepherds sort out their flocks when 
they are among scattered sheep, so I will sort out my sheep. I will 
rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered 
on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 I will bring them out 
from the peoples and gather them from the countries and bring 
them into their own land, and I will feed them on the mountains 
of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the 
land. 14 I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain 
heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in 
good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the 
mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, 
and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. 16 I will seek 
the lost, and I will bring back the strays, and I will bind up the 
injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I 
will destroy. I will feed them with justice.  
          
                        Psalm 84 
1 How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! 2 My soul 
longs, indeed it faints, for the courts of the Lord; my heart and 
my flesh sing for joy to the living God. 3 Even the sparrow finds a 
home and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her 
young, at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.      
4 Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your 
praise. 5 Happy are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart 
are the highways to Zion. 6 As they go through the valley of Baca, 
they make it a place of springs; the early rain also covers it with 
pools. 7 They go from strength to strength; the God of gods will 
be seen in Zion. 8 O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, 
O God of Jacob! 9 Behold our shield, O God; look on the face of 
your anointed. 10 For a day in your courts is better than a thousand 
elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 
than live in the tents of wickedness. 11 For the Lord God is a sun 
and shield; he bestows favor and honor. No good thing does 
the Lord withhold from those who walk uprightly. 12 O Lord of 
hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in you.  
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POSTLUDE       “Lead On, O King Eternal”                       
        Ernest W. Shurtleff & Henry T. Smart  
                                                                                                                  Public Domain 

 
 

Serving today… Pastor Rick Reiten,                                     
Pastor Kaari Nieuwlandt &  

Pastor Larry Beck 
Musician...Carrie Hansen 

AV Technicians… Claire Pickerel & Chad Carpenter  
Communion Assistants: Erik Elliott, Liz & Paul Johnson                     

& Shelley Aust                                                                                  
Welcome Table Hosts: Susan & Lee Lamb                                         

Kitchen Angels…. Ronda Simmons, Barb Klaman,                       
                Jennifer Anderson & Cheryl Smith                              
                                 

Please follow the family to the memorial garden for the 
inurnment immediately following the service, and then stay for a 

lunch reception. 
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BLESSING    
P: May God grant peace within you.  May God help you 

 trust, that you are exactly where you need to be. May 
 God’s love and forgiveness given to you be passed onto 
 others. May God’s presence be felt at every peak and 

 valley of your life-and every moment in-between. May 
 you be content in the promise-you are a child of God.                                                                           
C: Amen. 

 
 
SPECIAL SONG                                                                                    
                “The Lord Bless you and Keep You”      
 
 
 
SENDING HYMN      “Jesus Loves Me”                    TFF #249   
                 Anna B. Warner & William B. Bradbury 
         Public Domain 
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                                                               Ephesians 3:14-21 
14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from 
whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. 16 I 
pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that 
you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through 
his Spirit 17 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 18 I pray that 
you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what 
is the breadth and length and height and depth 19 and to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who by the power at 
work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all 
we can ask or imagine, 21 to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
              John 21:15-17 
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to 
him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, 

“Feed my lambs.” 16 A second time he said to him, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to 

him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter 
felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” 
And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I 

love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.  

 

 

HOMILY                 Pastor Rick Reiten 
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HYMN               “Now Thank We All Our God”         ELW #840 
                                                        Martin Rinkhart; 
                            tr. Catherine Winkworth 
                        M: Johann Crüger Public Domain 

APOSTLES CREED                                          
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven               
 and earth.                                          
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who 
 was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
 virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
 crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
 dead.                                
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                           “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”       ELW #632 
                       Isaac Watts & William Croft  
      Public Domain 

COMMUNION BLESSING                                                                                                           
P:         The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 
        you and keep you in God’s grace.                                                            
C:        Amen.  
 
 
COMMENDATION 
P: Let us commend Paul to the mercy of God. 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your 
servant Paul to your care.  He is a sheep of your own fold, 
a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own 
redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into 
the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and the glorious 
company of the saints. 

C: Amen. 
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                             “Faith of Our Fathers”               ELW #812                    
      Frederick W. Faber 
                   M: Henri F. Hemy & James G. Walton  
                      Public Domain 
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On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,                  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he 
 will come to judge the living and the dead.                                              
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
 communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
 resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 Amen.  

PRAYERS                                                   
 P: God of resurrection, we give you thanks for the 
 promise of life that is given to us all. We celebrate the 
 life of Paul Schairer and the lives of all who  now rest 
 from their labors. Lord, in your mercy,                            
C: Hear our prayer. 
 
P: God of all generations, thank you for the gift of faith, 
 the beauty of relationship, the mystery of life, the 
 promise of forgiveness, and the community of saints, 
 that sustains us day by day. Lord in your mercy,                                               
C: Hear our prayer. 
 
P: God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his 
 death  Jesus destroyed the power of death, and by his 
 resurrection opened the kingdom to all. Restore to us 
 the promise that neither death nor life, nor things 
 present, nor things to come, will separate us from your 
 love in Christ Jesus, who reigns with you and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever.                                                        
C: Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                                            
P: The Lord be with you.                                                                                                        
C: And also with you.                                                                                                           
P: Lift up your hearts                                                                                                          
C: We lift them up to the Lord.                                                                                                                     
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                               
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 P: In the night…                                                                                                                            
 …gave it to the disciples, saying:                                                                                            
C: Take and eat, this is my body given for you.  Do 
 this in remembrance of me.        
P: …gave it for all to drink, saying:                                        
C: This cup is the new promise in my blood, shed 
 for you and for all people, for the             
 forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of 
 me. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us how   
 to pray: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

 name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
                 on earth as it is in heaven.    
 Give us this day our daily bread;  

     and forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
     and lead us not into temptation,   
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
     and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

  
 
 

We come to the table by Jesus’ invitation.  All are welcome!                               
As you come forward, receive the gluten free bread and a cup of 
red wine or white juice, then place your empty cup in the tray.  

Let us know if you prefer to only receive a blessing. 
 
 
 
COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
                          “Children of the Heavenly Father”     ELW #781    
                            Carolina Sandell Berg; tr. Ernst W. Olson 
             ©1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, 
                    admin. Augsburg Fortress OL #03614   

                  M: Swedish folk tune  Public Domain 

 
 
                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


