
Trinity Lutheran Church                                                                                      

Sunday, July 26, 2026                                                                                           
                       9th Sunday After Pentecost                                                             

   *Indicates please stand as you are able 

 

                                                                                                          

 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                                           “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”                                       JS Bach 

                            Public Domain 

 
 
 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS* 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the                                               
presiding minister begins. 

 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, †  one God, whose compassion endures forever.                                         

C:  Amen.                                

P: Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Compassionate God, 
C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
 In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore 
 us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
 Amen. 
P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
 give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, †  Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 
 Rest in God’s love. 
C: Amen. 
 

 

 

 



*GATHERING HYMN*                                “Gather Us In”                                                    ELW #532    
                                                             vs. 1, 2 & 4                                                                       Marty Haugen    
                             ©1982 GIA Pub OL#00031   

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.onelicense.net/search?term=+Gather+Us+In&hymnal=&hymn=&page=1&type=submit-term&addition=&downloads-only=false#


*INVOCATION*                                                                         
P: May the grace of Jesus Christ, the love, mercy, and justice of God, and wisdom of the Holy 
 Spirit be with you all.                                                                                                                                     
C: And also with you.    

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY*                                                                                                                                            

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us  

into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may 

treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

CHILDRENS SERMON & OFFERING                                                                              Pastor Kaari          

  

MUSICAL OFFERING                               “O, Come to Me”                                       Charles Gounod                                                                                                         

                     Eric Jurgenson                                   arr. Katherine Davis 

                                                                                             ©1968 Carl Fisher LLC 

 

READING                                                                                                                    Romans 8:26-39                  

L:       A reading from Romans 8  

26
 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 

very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 
27

 And God, who searches hearts, knows 

what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of 

God. 
28

 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called                

according to his purpose. 
29

 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 

the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 
30

 And those whom 

he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he            

justified he also glorified. 
31

 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is 

against us? 
32

 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with 

him also give us everything else? 
33

 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 

justifies. 
34

 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the 

right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 
35

 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 

affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 
36

 As it is written, “For 

your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37

 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 
38

 For I am                    

convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, 
39

 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.    

L:      The word of the Lord.                                                                                                                                             

C:       Thanks be to God. 

 



*GOSPEL READING*                                                                                Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52     

L: The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 13   

31
 He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that                

someone took and sowed in his field; 
32

 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is 

the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 

branches.” 
33

 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 

and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
44

 “The kingdom of heaven is 

like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all 

that he has and buys that field. 
45

 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 

pearls; 
46

 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.             
47

 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of           

every kind; 
48

 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw 

out the bad. 
49

 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from 

the righteous 
50

 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth. 
51

 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 
52

 And he said to them, “Therefore 

every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household 

who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”  

L:        The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                                    

C:       Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

SERMON                                                                                                                           Pastor Kaari 

 

*HYMN OF DAY*                                      “Be Thou My Vision”                                            ELW #793  

                                                                   vs. 1-3                                   Eleanor H. Hull, 

                         tr. Mary E. Byrne 

                                        Irish traditional Public Domain 

 

 



                 

*APOSTLES CREED*                                                                                     

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.                                       

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,                                                               

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,                                      

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;                                        

 he descended to the dead.                                                            

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,                                                  

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 

 the dead.                                                                                       

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the             

 forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.                       

 

*PRAYERS*                                                                                                                                    

P: God of grace,                                                                                                                                          

C: hear our prayer. 

 
 
*PEACE* 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you all.                                                                                                          

C:  And also with you.                                                                                                    

 
OFFERING                                                

 If you have a monetary offering, please place in the plate as you leave worship today,                                     
or use this code to give electronically. 

 
 
 
 

 

 



*OFFERTORY PRAYER*                                                      
P: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share 
 freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of 
 Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

*PREFACE*                                          

 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION*                                                                                                                                

P: In the night…                                                                                                                                              

 …gave it to the disciples, saying:                                                                                              

C: Take and eat, this is my body given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.                    

P: …gave it for all to drink, saying:                                                          

C: This cup is the new promise in my blood, shed for you and for all people, for the              

 forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me. 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER*                                                                                                 ELW pg. 112 

Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who 

sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the                

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION* 

 

COMMUNION                                         “Draw Me Close”                                           arr. Mark Hayes    
             ©1994 Mercy Vineyard Pub OL#230715         

 

*COMMUNION BLESSING*                                                                                                                                
P:      The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.     
C:      Amen.  

 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION*                                                                                                                     
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the                   
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the  Spirit  
nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

*BLESSING*                                                   

P:  Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, †  one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 

C: Amen. 

 

https://www.onelicense.net/search?term=+Draw+Me+Close%E2%80%9D&hymnal=&hymn=&page=1&type=submit-term&addition=&downloads-only=false#


*SENDING HYMN*                   “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”                             ELW  #774       

                                 Elisha A. Hoffman & Anthony J. Showalter  

                           Arr. ©2006 Augsburg Fortress OL#63310   

https://www.onelicense.net/search?term=What+a+Fellowship%2C+What+a+Joy+Divine&hymnal=&hymn=&page=1&type=submit-term&addition=&downloads-only=false&publisher=Augsburg%2520Fortress%2520Publishers%255C24#


To watch a recorded service, go to https://www.youtube.com/@trinitylutheranFC                                                                                     
Or visit our website and click on “To view recorded services click HERE!” 

*SENDING*                                                                                       
P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C: Thanks be to God. 

  
 
*POSTLUDE*                        “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms of Jesus”                      Joe Utterback   
                                                               ©2004 Joe Utterback              



Members                                                                                               

Gloria Weiderspon                                       

Karolyn Kufeld                                     

Steven Cobb                                                       

Carol Arnold                                                        

Mary Ann Miller                                                                                                                              

Mary Ann Armstrong                          

Polly Sersen                                                      

Tim Anderson                                                                  

Eric Biedermann                                                   

Jean Purath                                                   

Shirley Garvin                                                                                           

Madyson Hopkins                                                        

Prayer List 

To all who gather: We are Reconciling in Christ, which means we strive to ensure the welcome, inclusion, celebration, and 

advocacy for people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions; and to work for racial equity and to 

commit to anti-racist work.  

 

We welcome believers, seekers, and the curious, regardless of religious background. God makes no distinction based on race; 

ethnicity; immigration status; economic status; physical, mental, or developmental circumstances; or other life circumstances. 

God loves and welcomes all people. Therefore, we welcome all people to the life of Christ at Trinity.  

 

 From Pastor Rick: This community affirms its welcome by accepting me in this place. Diagnosed with Huntington’s 

 (HD), my progressing symptoms and neurodiversity are displayed publicly. The uncontrolled movements (chorea) may 

 limit my functionality, or appear in other ways; yet, it is an opportunity to learn and love alongside one another. HD is 

 part of me, but I am not defined by the diagnosis. As for all of us, I am defined as child of God.  

 

Guests and Visitors: All are invited to receive the gluten free bread and wine of Holy Communion (juice is also available). 

Your offering is your presence in worship. Please fill out a welcome card and place it in the offering plate as you leave. Don’t 

forget your ‘Sweet Treat’ plate from the welcome desk! 

 

Worship Note: The red hymnal Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) page numbers are found in the front while song numbers 

are in the back. If you have any questions about worship or Trinity, our clergy or welcome table hosts are happy to help. 

 

Parents and Caregivers: God’s children of all ages are welcome in worship. If helpful, please use the Family Break Room 

outside the worship space or a “Worship Activity Bag” - available near the welcome table. On Sunday, if needed, we offer a 

fully trained Nursery; staffed by Tiffany K. and Zoe K. 

 

Special needs: Hearing-assistance devices are available during our services. Holy Communion can also be brought to the 

seats of those who are unable to come forward. Our Welcome Table Hosts can help with any of these special needs. 

Friends & Family  

Bernice Winslow, friend of Amy Jo Martinson                         

Mary Ellerbe, mother of Clinton Ellerbe                                            

Mourning for Beth Barnett, daughter of                                        

 Carolyn & Eric Biedermann                                                                                         

Dorothea Jurgenson, mother of Eric Jurgenson                                           

Tae, family of Clinton Ellerbe                                                                                               

Valerie Dorr, mother of Deana Andrist                                                      

Bob Cushatt, friend of Patty Telleen                                             

Julia Watkins and family, friends of Dan Merz                          

Robert Musselman, father of Sarah Sanchez                                  

Jennifer & Dale Barnett, friends of Marilyn Morrissey                          

Susie Kragmeier, daughter of Kate Stieben                                                

Erin Slocum, daughter of Patty & Don Heyse              



Copyright Notes - Current Copyrights—all music is reproduced under the following copyright license.                                                                                                                   

    CCLI #1432547, CCLI Streaming #23196277 & One License.Net #A-705827.         

 Photo on cover: sermoncentral.com/sermons/the-spirit-helps-pro-sermon-on-holy-spirit-30000664 

In Ministry Today 

Worship Assistant: Emma Cleveringa                                                                              

Welcome Table Host: Cheryl Backsen                                                                         

Fellowship Host: Paul & Liz Johnson                                                                      

Bread Baker: Dan Merz                      

Prayer Writer:  Ronda Simmons                                                                        

Communion Team: Erik Elliott, Dan & Donna Dauner  

Flower Arrangement: Volunteers of St Paul’s Episcopal              

  

 

Trinity is a welcoming faith community living together in God’s love to share the joy of Jesus Christ. 

                               Trinity Lutheran Church                                                       

                               301 E. Stuart St., Fort Collins, CO 80525  (970) 482-1226                                                                        

                             Website: www.trinitylutheranfc.org    email: office@trinitylutheranfc.org                                                 

Coming Up:                                                                                                                                                                           

TGIF                                                               

Friday, August 14 @                               

James & Jo Anne Gearhart’s 

Small Groups Fair                                 

August 22 & 23  

 Trinity’s Pastors: 

Pastor Rick Reiten  & Pastor Kaari Nieuwlandt 

Trinity’s Staff: 

Carrie Hansen  Music Coord. & Organist 

Tessa Espinosa  Chancel Choir Director 

Clinton Ellerbe              Saturday Worship Leader 

Austin Naylor  Bells of Trinity Director 

Brenda Harju  TLC Preschool Director 

    Financial Manager 

Deana Andrist  Office Administrator 

Amanda Backsen   Director of Communications 

Chad Carpenter  AV Technician                             

                                                                          

Jennifer Reeve              Shared Children’s Minister    

Tiffany Klijewski             Nursery Coord. 

Zoe Klaman                   Nursery Attendant     

*Staff Emails are available on our website* 

This Week’s Calendar:                                                                                  

Monday (July 27)                                                       

12 pm Sermon Discussion-Fireside                               

6:30 pm NoCo Male Spirituality-Room 5                                                                             

                            

Tuesday (July 28)                                                           

5:30 pm JET Eco Justice-Room 2  

                                

Friday (July 31)                                                                   

10 am Quilting Group-Room 2                                     

                                        

Saturday (Aug 1)                                                                

5 pm Worship                                                          

                                  

Sunday (Aug 2)                                                          

10:30 am Outdoor Worship                                                            

11:30 am  Fellowship                                                       

11:30 am Music Meeting 


